We read with interest the article by Abul et al.
To the Editor,
We read with interest the article by Abul et al. [1] entitled The Forgotten Chamber: Right Ventricular Functions in Juvenile Idiopathic Arthritis. In our opinion, this is an excellent statement describing the current need for a more detailed investigation of the right ventricle (RV). The authors clearly state that a need exists for a detailed evaluation of the right ventricular function parameters (e.g., the tricuspid annular peak systolic velocity (TAPSV) in the pediatric population with juvenile idiopathic arthritis) [1] .
For the convenience of the pediatric cardiology audience, especially centers performing detailed echocardiographic investigations, we add that quite recently, our group has published normal TAPSV values with z-scores for healthy pediatric patients [2] . In addition, we also have described decreased TAPSV values for pediatric patients with congenital heart diseases [3] .
We thank the authors for addressing the need for careful and systematic evaluation of the RV in the pediatric population, especially patients with juvenile idiopathic arthritis. In our opinion, the RV function should be investigated carefully both in patients with congenital heart disease and in those with diseases that might influence the RV function. We hope that with increasingly available normal reference values and z-scores for this population, quantification of RV function will become an easy available tool for all sonographers.
